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Thrifty®s Smile Cards
Thank you for using those smile

Straitwatch Roaming
A great new tool has been added
lo the Straitwatch South boat

A new way for Straitwatch to
cover more ground~ the roaming | cards, we will be able to lease
this yea:..
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new engines!
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program.
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Whale News

So, how are those Southern
Resudents doing, anyway?
What does the data show?
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HELLO AND WELCOME!

This is the inaugural issue of the Straitwatch Newsletter! We have a
lot of news to report to you: new features of the boat, changes to

the program, and whale news. Enjoy!

A little bit about Straitwatch’s parents. This program is run under the umbrella of Cetus
Research and Conservaion . Cetus operates three programs: Straitwatch North,
Straitwatch Roaming, and the Robson Bight Warden Program . Straitwatch North and the
Warden programs occur at the north end of Vancouver Island, in Johnstone Strait. The
Robson Bight (Michael Bigg) Ecological Reserve is an arca where Northern Resident Killer
Whales (numbering over 200) are known to rub their bellies on the smooth pebbly beaches.
The wardens operate a small inflatable in the area to assist boaters in understanding the
importance of the reserve and where the boundaries are. Also associated with the warden
program is the “eagle eye” base perched atop a cliff on Cracroft Island. The staff at the cliff
monitor and collect data on the whales and vessels in the
area of the ecological reserve. Straitwatch North s
operated out of Alert Bay, on Cormorant Island, and has
been providing important boater education to recreational
users on the north Island since 2002. A new addition to the
Straitwatch North program is a Straitwatch kayak .
Kayaking is a very popular activity in Johnstone Strait that

attracts thousands of tourists per year, all hoping for a
chance encounter with cetaceans. In the past paddler
education was done from the Straitwatch zodiac, which may
be perceived as invasive, so now we’ve added a kayak to the

fleet! All of the Cetus programs operate with volunteers, for

more information check out: www.cetussociety.org

Cetus Research and
Conservation Society

Mission: “to facilitate the
conservation of the marine
environment by promoting
community stewardship,
conducting research and
fostering activities that
directly preserve marine
habitats and biological
diversity.O

The word “cetus” is latin for
whale (from Greek “ketos”)
and is also the name of the

whale constellation.
(The above graphic is by Susan
Wellman)
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Straitwatch is Roaming...

This season the Straitwatch South (Victoria) program has
evolved into Straitwatch Roaming, This new program is being
spearheaded by Doug Sandilands and Nicole Koshure and
covers Barkley Sound, Clayoquot Sound, Campbell

River, and Victoria . Doug and Nicole are living a
“transient” (whale humor) lifestyle and spending weeklong
chunks of time at each location throughout the summer. In the
past, very little public education has been done on the West and
East coasts of the Island despite growing numbers of
commercial and recreational boaters in these areas. This
expansion of the Straitwatch program into new territory is not
only exciting but long overdue. A blog of the pilot study that
was done in Barkley Sound in 2008 can be found at:

straitwatch.blogspot.com

Land-based Outreach

In addition to the on-the-water program Straitwatch also

conducts land-based outreach. We distribute Be Whale Wise
brochures, stickers and posters to marinas and boat launches
around Southern Vancouver Island and attend community
events. This season we’ve been present at the Mayne Island
Oceans Day, Esquimalt-Gorge Oceans Day, MEC Paddle Club
night, MEC Paddlefest, the Grand Opening of the Shaw
Oceans Discovery Centre, and the Pender Island Orca Day. If
there is a location that you feel needs outreach or an event you

think we should attend please let us know!

The OOak BayO shows off her new
radar dome.

Smlle Card
/

Keep on Smiling!
Thank you to everyone who has been using their
Thrifty’s Smile Cards! By using the card when you
buy your groceries Straitwatch will be able to lease
a pair of 90 horsepower E-Tec engines. These
engines are what we’ve been coveting
for the past two seasons- quiet, fuel
efficient, and NOT smoky. Please
keep using your Smile Cards and let
us know if you would like more for

your friends! Email:

info@straitwatch.org

“Oak Bay” Zodiac gets a makeover

The Straitwatch South vessel, the “Oak Bay”, has had a makeover. She’s had a new
radar support welded onto her existing radar arch. We are very pleased to be equipped
with a Raymarine C70 radar and chart plotter. We have the power now to collect far
more accurate data with our vessel counts, be 100% sure about serious incidents, and be
safe in the event of unexpected low visibility situations (they don’t call it “fog-ust” for
nothing). We can measure distances between boats and between shore, measure the speed
of incoming vessels, and occasionally even pick up the whales. It’s a powerful tool that we

look forward to proudly showing all of our volunteers.
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How are the whales
doing?

The Southern Resident
killer whale population

currently numbers 85

animals in three pods, ],

K, and L. Since spring
2008 we have had four births (welcome K42,
L112, J44, and J45!) and eight whales go
missing. The primary threats to whales are
pollutants, reduced prey, and disturbance.
These factors are all related: disturbance
leads to reduced ability to find the prey,
which are fewer in number, and less food
leads to use of their blubber, where the
pollutants are stored, for energy. This
population of whales is listed as endangered
in both the United States and Canada. To
learn about what these governments are
planning to do to protect these charismatic
animals check out the “Recovery Strategies”

tab at: http://www.whaleresearch.com/
research.html.

Where can | get more whale

information?

» The BC Cetacean Sightings Network has a
great page: wildwhales.org

* The Center for Whale Research
(www.whaleresearch.com) performs annual
photo-identification studies to count the
population of Southern Residents

* The OrcaSound project is a series of
hydrophones- listen to the whales vocalize!
www.orcasound.net/lk

» Adopt an orca programs operate out of the
Friday Harbour Whale Museum
(www.whalemuseum.org) and the
Vancouver Aquarium (www.vanaqua.org )

* Adopt a fry (www.adopt-a-fry.org ) is an
organization working to save wild salmon

BOATER EDUCATION IS STILL NEEDED

WeOre at it again! Straitwatch has been on the water since May and will
continue until the end of September. WeOre out collecting data about the

whales and vessels including
numbers and behaviour. Analysis of
our 2008 data has shown an
average of 10.6 boats within 1km of
whales with a maximum count of 54
vessels. When looking at the
incident scan data we found that if
incidents occurred there were, on
average, almost double the
numbers of whales and vessels than
when there were no incidents. In
terms of incident occurrence the
most common infractions were
Oparked in the pathO and Owithin
100mO. We also found that
recreational boats were 400% more
likely to be in violation of the
guidelines than commercial operators.
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